[Artificial corneal implants (keratoprostheses) (author's transl)].
The history of keratoprosthetics and the pioneer work of Cardona et al. is described and the technical improvements in this method over the past two decades are reviewed. In addition, the results achieved in 17 personal cases are recorded. Visual acuity was definitely improved in 7 cases, transient improvement was obtained in 5 cases, 3 patients retained poor vision, and 2 cases showed deterioration. Implantation of artificial keratoprostheses is still at a pioneer stage and further progress can be expected in this field.